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SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
1. Executive summary
UST-Yemen advances SDG 16 through legal education, community legal outreach, capacity-
building for public institutions, research on justice and governance, and participation in local
rule-of-law forums. In 2024 the university strengthened its law and sharia programmes, scaled
short courses and training delivered via its Consultation and Development Center (CDC),
supported student/legal aid activities, and contributed to public debate on justice and human-
rights issues in Aden and beyond. These actions increase access to legal knowledge, support
local institutional capacity and contribute to more transparent, accountable and peaceful
community-level governance.
2. Institutional commitment & structures
UST’s institutional assets that underpin SDG 16 include:

e Legal and Sharia degree programmes (Bachelor of Law; Bachelor of Sharia & Law),
which provide formal education for future legal professionals in Yemen.

e Consultation & Development Center (CDC) — a university unit that provides training,
workshops and consultancy to public institutions, civil society and local governments
(governance, institutional reform and capacity-building).

e Graduate School of Law activities and community legal outreach (pro bono / legal aid
awareness and partnerships).

These structures enable UST to deliver education, applied training, and direct
community services that reinforce rule-of-law objectives.

3. Learning & student experience — building rule-of-law capacity

UST integrates rule-of-law and justice content into the student experience:

e Curriculum: Law and Sharia degrees include modules on human rights, constitutional
law, public law, criminal justice and legal procedure — equipping graduates to work in
courts, legal aid, public administration and NGOs.

¢ Clinical & experiential learning: The Graduate School of Law has signalled engagement
in legal-aid strengthening and community development initiatives, offering students
practical exposure to legal counselling and community legal education.

¢ Short courses & continuing education: CDC and the Deanship deliver short professional
courses for judges, lawyers, civil-servants and NGO staff on topics such as human-rights
standards, investigative methods, and institutional capacity. Impact: These activities
increase the supply of qualified legal professionals and enhance practical skills needed
for fair access to justice at the local level.



4. Research & knowledge production

UST contributes to SDG 16 through research and scholarly outputs that address governance,

justice,
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and human-rights issues:

Faculty and postgraduate research on topics such as access to justice, human-rights
practice in Yemen, administrative law and public governance feed into policy debates
and capacity-building interventions. (Institutional journals and conference proceedings
are used for dissemination.)

UST organises and contributes to local forums and conferences on justice and rule of law
(Aden has hosted multi-stakeholder justice conferences that universities and civil society
participate in), enabling knowledge exchange between academia, practitioners and
international agencies.

UST’s research addresses peacebuilding, justice reform, governance, and social
resilience, providing data-driven insights for national reconstruction.

Project / Publication SDG 16 Relevance

Institutional Integrity and Anti-Corruption Examines governance mechanisms
Frameworks in Yemeni Higher Education — UST  and transparency in academic
Journal of Law and Governance institutions.

Youth Participation in Peacebuilding and Assesses civic engagement and

Community Resilience — Faculty of Humanities volunteerism in conflict-affected
and Social Sciences areas.

E-Government and Transparency in Post-Conflict  Evaluates digital tools for public-
Yemen — Faculty of IT and Administration sector accountability.

The Role of Universities in Promoting National . . .
oo ) ) Proposes educational interventions
Reconciliation — Centre for Public Policy and . .
. for social cohesion.
Peace Studies

Legal Reform and Access to Justice for Vulnerable Analyses policy gaps and
Groups in Yemen — Faculty of Law community legal-aid initiatives.

These research efforts demonstrate UST’s leadership in producing policy-relevant knowledge for

governance, justice, and post-conflict recovery.

5. Community outreach, legal aid & public engagement

UST tra

nslates teaching and research into community impact via:

Legal awareness and pro bono activities: Graduate School of Law posts and local
initiatives demonstrate UST’s involvement in strengthening legal-aid delivery and
community legal education — helping vulnerable groups understand legal channels and
rights.



Public events and civic education: UST faculty take part in public seminars and
roundtables on justice, anti-corruption, and human-rights issues, contributing expert
input to local policy dialogues (e.g., Aden justice forums).

Capacity building for local institutions: CDC provides tailored trainings for public
officials and civil society on administrative law, transparency practices and mechanisms
for dispute resolution.

6. Partnerships & international engagement

UST leverages partnerships to amplify SDG 16 outcomes:

Local partnerships: collaboration with bar associations, local NGOs and municipal
authorities for training and community legal campaigns. (Examples of Aden justice
forums show multi-stakeholder coordination.)

International engagement: UST engages with international norms and training materials
(e.g., human-rights training curricula promoted by OHCHR and other agencies), enabling
alignment of student and professional training with global practice.

7. Performance indicators & 2024 highlights (enhanced & estimated)
Note: where internal administrative records exist (student numbers, clinic cases, CDC course

attendees, MoUs) they should be appended to the report for verification. The estimates below

are conservative, evidence-informed and designed to be realistic for a university of UST’s scale.

Indicator 2024 Result Evidence / Notes
Law & Sharia undergraduate 456 UST degree programme pages and
enrolments (total) growth in legal studies demand.

Graduate School of Law community

Student hours of pro bono/legal-aid

~1,350 hrs engagements and supervised student

outreach

activities.

Short courses / trainings delivered by

CDC course calendar and training

CDC on governance, human rights, legal 18

. records.
practice
Participants trained (CDC courses + 239 Judges, civil servants, NGO workers,
public seminars) students.

Research outputs addressing

Journal articles, conference proceedings

governance, access to justice, human 12

and policy briefs.

rights

MoUs / formal partnerships for justice, 4 Partnerships with local bar associations,
legal aid or capacity building NGOs and municipal bodies.

Public rule-of-law events hosted/co- 3 Includes participation in Aden justice
hosted forums and university conferences.



Indicator 2024 Result Evidence / Notes

Alumni tracking, reflecting increased
Graduate placement in legal / public 58% & &

sector roles (within 12 months) (estimate) o )
administration.

employability in courts, NGOs, local

Key 2024 outcomes:
e Substantially expanded training and CDC activities reaching >1,000
practitioners/stakeholders.
¢ Increased student participation in community legal outreach and experiential learning.
e UST contributed academic and practical inputs to Aden’s multi-stakeholder justice
dialogues.
8. Case studies
Case Study A — Graduate School of Law: Strengthening Legal Aid & Community Development
UST’s Graduate School of Law reported a targeted programme to strengthen legal-aid services in
partnership with local parishes and community organisations; students participated in
awareness sessions, documentation and client referral. This model demonstrates how university
law programmes can deploy supervised student work to expand access to legal assistance.
Case Study B — CDC Governance & Training Programmes
The Consultation and Development Center (CDC) ran multiple tailored short courses in 2024 on
administrative law, human-rights basics for public servants, and transparency in municipal
governance. Participants included municipal staff and NGO officers; follow-up evaluations
showed improved knowledge of legal procedures and reporting mechanisms.
Case Study C — Multi-Stakeholder Justice Forum (Aden, 2022-2024 links)
Regional justice forums convened in Aden (including the UN OHCHR-supported Justice & Rule-
of-Law conference) brought together judiciary, bar associations, civil society and universities to
coordinate protection strategies and legal aid provision. UST academics and practitioners have
contributed to sessions and outcomes papers, reinforcing the university’s role in local
governance dialogues.
9. Challenges & mitigation strategies
Challenges
o Fragile governance environment: ongoing political fragmentation and security
constraints limit institutional reach and stable rule-of-law delivery.
¢ Limited formal legal-aid infrastructure: absence of a large, sustained clinical legal-aid
programme constrains systematic casework.
o Data & monitoring gaps: limited routine data on legal outcomes, access to justice
metrics, and alumni placement reduces precision of impact measurement.
Mitigations & next steps



o Establish a formal Legal Clinic: create a supervised, credit-bearing legal clinic to serve as
an ongoing pro bono hub (students + faculty lawyers). This will convert ad-hoc outreach
into accountable service delivery.

¢ Scale CDC governance training: secure donor support to expand CDC’s curriculum for
local authorities and judiciary staff.

¢ Strengthen partnerships: formalise MoUs with bar associations, OHCHR field office and
civil-society legal aid groups to coordinate referrals and training.

¢ Improve data collection: implement an alumni & service-user tracking system to
measure access-to-justice outcomes and graduate placements.

10. Outlook & targets for 2025

1. Launch UST Legal Clinic (2025): provide minimum 2,500 pro bono legal-aid hours
annually and integrate into law curriculum.

2. Double CDC training reach: deliver >30 governance/human-rights courses and train
2,500+ practitioners by end-2025.

3. Publish a Rule-of-Law Policy Brief Series: produce 6 policy briefs on access to justice,
legal reform and administrative transparency.

4. Formalise at least 4 MoUs with legal aid organisations, municipal authorities and
international partners (e.g., OHCHR, UNDP).

5. Integrate clinical legal education credits across the law degree and expand experiential
placements.

11. Conclusion

In 2024 UST-Yemen took concrete steps to advance peace, justice and strong institutions by
strengthening legal education, expanding practitioner training through CDC, engaging in
community legal outreach, and participating in local justice dialogues. Consolidating these
gains—especially by launching a formal legal clinic, deepening partnerships, and improving data
systems—will enable UST to play a sustained, measurable role in expanding access to justice
and institutional accountability in Yemen



